ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
TOWN OF COLTON, NY
May 28, 2025
Colton Town Hall | 7p
Members Present: Cynthia Hennessy (Chair), Jim Bickford, Dennis Eickhoff, Judy
Fuhr, Mary Jane Watson
Members Absent: Judy Ames
Public Present: Brittney Gravlin (Acting Secretary), Jeff Phelps (Applicant),

Sharon Trerise (Applicant)

Meeting called to order at 715p.
Quorum present.

Motion made to approve minutes from October 15, 2024, by M. Watson, seconded by D.
Eickhoff. All in favor. Motion carried.

Motion made by J. Fuhr, seconded by M. Watson to close the regular meeting and open
the Public Hearing 12 - 2025 Jeff Phelps and Sharon Trerise.
All in favor. Motion carried.

Opened public hearing at 716p.
The public hearing notice was published in North Country This Week on May 9, 2025.

Jeff Phelps and Sharon Trerise are requesting a variance for 20 Evergreen Trail Colton,
tax map number 105.071-1-22, Application ZBA - 12 - 2025. Applicants were present
during the meeting to provide additional information to be considered by the Zoning
Board:

- Main camp space is limited in seating/hosting capacity.

- Due to such, they want to construct a pavilion near the shoreline. 20ft x 32ft, with
approximately half of the pavilion being made into a storage and/or bunkhouse
area.

- Though the code states 50 feet from the shoreline, they’re requesting 30 feet
from the shoreline due to the landscaping, boundary, and forestry of the property.
The portion of this property is a knoll that goes out to a point towards the
shoreline.

- Pushing back to the 50 foot marker would require additional woodland removal,
construction into the hill for a retaining wall, and would be a drastic difference
financially.



- Neighbors Mark & Edith Fraiser were spoken to by the applicants regarding this
project and were provided their support in writing, a copy of which was provided
to the Board.

- Attempts were made to contact Brian and Jessica Plonka with no contact.
Overall, the request of the variance is to preserve the woodland in the area as
much as possible, manage the cost for the applicants, while also providing
additional storage and viewing area.

M. Watson stated she went by the area today, J. Fuhr commented about going by the
area several times on the water, both confirmed the landscape of the point and wooded

area, and that the proposed pavilion wouldn’t be obstructing views for neighbors.

Motion made by M. Watson, seconded by J. Fuhr to close the public hearing and
re-open the regular meeting. All in favor. Motion carried.

Regular meeting returned at 722p.

C. Hennessy informs the applicant of their right to appeal with the New York State
Supreme Court under Section 78. Additionally, a Type Il SEQR is not required and no
additional guidance has been received from the Planning Board.

The five tests for area variance were completed for the application, as required; all were
acceptable results except question five’s negative answer - “Was the difficulty self

created?” This answer was not a determining factor in the review process.

With all portions of the application reviewed, the Zoning Board agreed with the results
and had no additional questions or comments for the applicants.

D. Eickhoff moved to approve the Zoning Variance 12 - 2025 as presented, without
conditions, seconded by M. Watson. All in favor. Motion carried.

C. Hennessy will provide a Notice of Action to the applicants via mail.
General discussion took place regarding upcoming training sessions.

With no further business to attend to, a motion was made by J. Bickford, seconded by J.
Fuhr, to adjourn the meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 728p.

Meeting minutes completed by Brittney Gravlin, Acting Secretary.



