
PLANNING BOARD  
TOWN OF COLTON, NY 
May 20, 2025 
Town Hall 
 
Members Present: Ed Fuhr (Acting Chair), Anne Townsend, Kris Kohler, Jeremy Bronson, Jeff 
Rousell 
 
Public Present: Bob Spengler, Mary Holland, Ron Morrow 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:05 pm. Quorum present. 
 
Adoption of the Agenda 
Jeremy Bronson made a motion to adopt the agenda, Kris Koehler seconds 
All in Favor, motion passes. 
 
Adoption of the Minutes  
Anne Townsennd makes a motion to adopt the April 2025 minutes, Jeff Rousell seconds 
All in Favor, motion passes. 
 
Courtesy of the Floor: 

●​ Mary Holland and Bob Spangler from Hanson Rd establishing  Ecological  Conservation 
Zones in Colton -  see attached letter . 

●​ Ron Morrow - addressed the board and gave a few words about his history in the town 
and his desire to volunteer with the Planning Board. 

●​ Planning Board went around the table with brief introductions and summary of their 
background 

 
Comprehensive Plan Update: 

●​ Most recent core team meeting with MJ Engineering earlier today (5/20) 
●​ Comprehensive Plan Project branding and website are complete 

○​ https://coltonplan.com 
●​ Draft  Public engagement plan being finalized 
●​ Next Steps: 

○​ Next Steering team mtg June 24th 
○​ Preparing Maps and other materials for the public workship 
○​ Finalizing Stakeholders meetings 
○​ First Public workshop will be early July 

■​ Possible locations have been researched and visited 
○​ Survey will open at the same time 
○​ Student involvement likely begin in the Fall 

 
New Business -  

Planning Board Chair position  - Kris Koehler  has volunteered to take on this role. 

https://coltonplan.com


●​ Jeff Rousell makes a motion thanking Kris for his volunteering pledging full 
support from the Planning Board for his  appointment to the chair by the Town 
Board, Anne Townsend seconds ​
All in Favor. Motion Passes. 
 

 
Correspondence: 
​ Blue Wave regarding the topic of 1% fund for Review Process regarding the “norm” for 
smaller projects like these.  They are hopeful that there’s some room for discretion in how it’s 

applied here. They are committed to working in good faith and being thoughtful partners to the 

Town throughout this process. Discussion regarding next steps; agreement that the Planning 

Board lacks jurisdiction to allow for a smaller escrow fund and the Town Board would have to 

pass a resolution for  allowing a smaller sum within these proposed projects if they so desired. 

 

Next meeting  

June 17th at 6pm 

 

Motion to adjourn   

Kris Koehler makes a motion to adjourn,  Jeremy Bronson seconds 

All in favor, motion passes 

Meeting adjourned at 7:08 PM 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jeff Rousell 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
​  
​  
 
 

​  
 

 
 

 



 
 
Attachments: 
 

 
 

Ecological Safety Zones 
 
5/20/2025 Proposed by Mary Holland, 365 Hanson Road, Colton, NY 
 
I request that the Planning Board consider policies around giving preferential 
treatment to ecologically sensitive zones, policies for public use, and recommend 
that the Zoning Board then create safety zone categories for properties, or 
portions of such in our town that are ecologically sensitive and may span 
property boundaries, so that they may be protected and/or restored to their clean 
and wild natural state. 
 

●​ Clean water and a natural wild environment are becoming a scarcity across the 
world 
 

●​ I believe every land owner ultimately has dominion over what they do with their 
land.  
 

●​ At the same time, there are shared natural resources, like ecosystems and clean 
water that span across property boundaries and that require collective property 
owner collaboration and coordination to help protect. 
 

●​ Without oversight, history shows that over time, a large tract of privately 
undeveloped, wild land gradually evolves into islands of ecologically sound and 
relatively untouched wild areas, mixed in with highly variable types of 
development that range from partially cleared areas with a house, to clearcut 
housing developments, to large industrial complexes with little respect for 
environmental issues. This completely disrupts the natural ecology, wildlife 
habitats and their ranges, and opens waterways for likely eventual pollution. 
 

●​ Colton and several other towns in our vicinity have some beautiful natural wild 
areas and clean water resources that I believe we need to start paying closer 
local attention to and see what we can do, within reason, to start some 
discussions, possibly set up guidelines, and coordinate working together to help 
protect, maintain and/or voluntarily restore the natural ecology of these areas. 

 
●​ In addition, there is safety in numbers when negotiating with conflicting interests 

of these natural resources with larger or more powerful property owners. 
 

●​ My husband and I own 365 Hanson Road, a 25 acre parcel that includes the 
artesian springs that forms a stream that comprises much of the headwaters of 



Johnson Creek. In 2024, 85-90% of the trees were removed along both sides of 
the stream on the property to the northwest and west of us, that used to belong 
to Ron Kuhe and is now owned by Debra D’Aprile of Woodstock, NY. This 
concerns me greatly because we have noticed a significant drop and change in 
the wildlife in the immediate vicinity. 

 
●​ As a starting point and initial project, I am interested in being a focal point for 

starting discussions with other property owners along Johnson Creek and its 
watershed and headwaters, and forming an interest group for protecting this 
water and wildlife resource. 

 
●​ There are published US EPA recommendations on best practices on how to 

maintain watersheds and ecologically sensitive areas that would help us in 
forming our own local special interest group for the Johnson Creek watershed. I 
am researching this. 

 
●​ I recognize the Planning Board must balance the needs of all property owners, 

including those who purchase land for development purposes.  
 
●​ At the same time, I encourage the Planning Board to consider adopting some 

policies, leading to recommending that the Zoning Board develop some zone 
categories which protect natural wildlife and ecologically sensitive regions and 
corridors. Without these, our beautiful, peaceful, natural and wild areas in our 
towns will eventually evolve into yet another patchwork of tiny bits of natural wild, 
broken with ecologically insensitive development. 
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