
Town of Colton 
PLANNING 

BOARD 
January 12, 2025 

     Submitted by: Whitney Sharlow 
 

Members Present:​ Kris Koehler (Chair), Jeff Rousell, Ron Morrow, Ann Townsend, 
Brittney Gravlin, Jeremy Bronson, Darren Richards (CEO), Whitney Sharlow 
(Secretary) 
Members Absent: None 
Public Present:​ Jeffrey Tubolino (Town Engineer), Peggy Mousaw, Ed 
Harcourt, Tracy Harcourt, Mary Holland, Bob Spengler, Shelley Rayner, Garry 
Rayner, Jim Williams, Kevin Beary, Nick Smith (BlueWave), Jared Lusk (Nixon 
Peabody LLP/Zoom) 

 

 
Meeting called to order at 5:00 PM. Quorum present. 
 
Adoption of the Agenda 
●​ The January Planning Board agenda was amended to move the "Route 56 cell tower" discussion 

to the beginning. A motion to approve the revised agenda was made by B. Gravlin and seconded 
by R. Morrow. All in favor. Motion approved. 

 
Adoption of the Minutes 
●​ Adoption of December 2025 Planning Board minutes by B. Gravlin, seconded by J. 

Rousell. All in favor. Motion approved. 
 
Correspondence 
Route 56 Cell Tower – APA Documents, Jared Lusk Attending Remotely 
●​ The application was submitted to the town and the Adirondack Park Agency (APA) on 

October 16th. 
●​ Following discussions with the APA, the tower height was reduced from 130 feet monopine to 120 

feet to minimize visibility. The new design specifies the top of the monopine cone at 110 feet, the 

antenna centerline at 105 feet, and the top of the steel structure at 115 feet. 

o​ The board and the APA discussed lowering the branching, from 80 feet to a centerline of 
70 feet, to better match the natural tree canopy, which is approximately 65-67 feet high. 

●​ The APA's Notice of Incomplete Application originally had five items, but four have been addressed 

and are now satisfactory. 

o​ The only outstanding item is the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) determination, 

which is required for the APA to deem the application complete. This has created a "chicken 

and the egg" deadlock, as the SHPO review requires board sign-off on the final design, but 

the board typically waits for the APA to deem an application complete before processing it. 

●​ A public hearing for the cell tower project will be scheduled for the February 9th meeting. 

 
Courtesy of the Floor 
●​ J. Williams noted his appointment with the Town Board and no longer wants to be considered 

for the Planning Board. 
●​ P. Mousaw asked where the minutes of the December meeting were on the website.  

o​ It was confirmed that the meeting minutes through November were posted on the 
website. 

 



 
Code Enforcement Officer Report 

•​ Two permits were issued in January.   

 

Climate Smart Committee Action & Report 
Presented by D. Richards 

•​ Per D. Richards, he is still waiting for the contract for the Compost Grant, the Sidewalk Grant, 
and the ZEV Charging Stations, which are on hold until signed contracts are received from the 
Department of State.  

•​ D. Richards is currently applying for three more grants. 
 
New Business 
National Grid: Their role in solar infrastructure, as well as interconnections 

●​ According to D. Richards, a National Grid representative scheduled to attend, the representative left 

before the meeting. The discussion was intended to cover the interconnection, broadband, and 

potential easement. Peggy Mousaw noted that she has been requesting right-of-way easement 

information since 2014 and expects further contact from the president's office at National Grid. 

Residents are reportedly declining to sign easements for Gulf Road, Pine Road, and Hanson Road. 

●​ N. Smith claims an agreement is in place, but D. Richards and the Town Attorney maintain that the 

application is incomplete because the necessary rights-of-way have not been finalized. There is 

significant concern about the aesthetic and environmental impacts of installing lines along Gulf 

Road. 

●​ A forest inventory report detailed significant tree clearing for the project: 22.6 acres (est. 1,598 

trees) on the Trail Track and 7.1 acres (est. 888 trees) on the Fire Department Track. Replanting 

locations will be determined with the board. A visibility analysis indicated limited impact, but the 

board expressed greater concern about street-level views. Simulations indicate the panels will be 

most visible from Hanson Road. 

●​ N. Smith strongly requested a public hearing to formally receive public comments. Despite concerns 

about starting the 62-day decision clock on an incomplete application, a motion was passed to 

schedule an informational public hearing separate from the formal SEQR process. The applicant 

agreed in principle to pause the clock if needed. The public hearing will be conducted on February 

9th, 2026, at 5:00 PM at the CPCS Cafeteria. 

Unfinished Business 
Comprehensive Plan, presented by J. Rousell 

●​ The public engagement phase for the comprehensive plan has concluded. The steering committee 

will review the first draft in two weeks, with more information expected in about a month. 

 

Next Planning Board Meeting 
Monday, February 9, 2025, at 5:00 PM at the CPCS Cafeteria. 

 
Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn by B. Gravlin, seconded by J. Bronson. All in favor. Motion carried. 
Meeting closes at 6:24 PM. 
 



TOWN OF COLTON PLANNING BOARD  
MEETING AGENDA  

Monday, January 12, 2026, at 5:00 PM 
 
●​Call to Order 
●​Members Present/Absent:  

○​Quorum 
●​Adoption of Agenda 
●​Adoption of December Minutes (shortcut in PB Drive) 
●​Courtesy of the floor 
●​Report of the Code Enforcement Officer 
●​Climate Smart Committee Report 
●​New Business:  

○​National Grid RE: Their role in solar infrastructure as well as interconnections 
●​Correspondence 

○​Route 56 Cell Tower - APA documents 
■​Jared Lusk attending remotely 

○​Blue Wave’s responses to Cedarwood Eng. questions 
●​Old Business: 

○​Comprehensive Plan 
●​Next meeting: Monday, February 16, at 5:00 PM 

○​If this conflicts with Presidents’ Day, then next meeting will be Monday, 
February 9 at 5:00 PM 

●​Adjournment 
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