Town of Colton Town Board Meeting, September 17, 2025
County of St. Lawrence, State of New York, 94 Main St., Colton, NY 13625

Present: Ronald Robert, Town Supervisor Councilpersons: Lisa Fisher
Kevin Hawley, Highway Supt. Kevin Beary
Darren Richards, Code/Safety/DPW Supt. Stephen Knight
Jennifer Cole, Town Clerk Ed Fuhr

Meeting Attendees: Nancy Robert, Mary Jane Watson, Grace Hawley, Scott Fitzgerald, Rick Perkins, Bill Swafford, Jim
Williams, Linda Shaver, Chad Dennis, Kirk Snyder, Ed Harcourt, Aaron Johnson, Dwight Tuinstra, Shelley Rayner,
Whitney Sharlow, Jeff Tubolino, Brittney Gravlin

Online Attendees: Cynthia Hennessy, Dennis Eickhoff, Audrey Marshall, Judy Fuhr, Peggy Shea, Elenor Menz

Supervisor Ronald Robert opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6pm, as scheduled.

Motion #1

Adopt the Meeting Agenda

Councilman Beary requested a resolution regarding the assassination of Charlie Kirk be added to the agenda under new
business.

Councilman Knight made the motion to adopt the agenda including resolution #17-2025 condemning the assassination of
Charlie Kirk; seconded by Councilman Fuhr.

Ayes 5

Noes 0

Motion carried

Motion #2

Authorize Bank Recon, Transfers, & Bills in Warrant #9, 2025

Motion made by Councilwoman Fisher, seconded by Councilman Knight to authorize payment of bills labeled Warrant
#9, complete a budget amendment, and a transfer as indicated below.

Ayes 5

Noes 0

Motion carried

General FUNd . .o $ 184,837.71
Highway FUNd ... e 290,966.96
Library FUNA ..o e 1,716.40
L7010} 1 15 4 o | 0
South Colton Light DIStrict ...........oieiuiiiiiii e 0
SeWer FUNA 1 oo 3,870.39
Water FUNA #1 oo 4,513.58
$ 485,905.04
BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS:
Transfer Source Amount Transfer to Transfer Amount
A4068.12 Insect BF $2,000.00 A1420.4 Attorney Contr. $60,000.00
A4068.13 Insect Mos 2,000.00 A1440.4 Engineer Contr. 40,000.00
A599 Fund Bal. 141,500.00 A1620.1 Buildings 35,000.00
A3010.2 Public Safety 10,000.00
A8020.12 Planning 500.00
DAS5110.4 Road Maint. C.  $45,000.00 DAS5130.2 Highway Equip. $45,000.00
SW599 Fund Balance $20,000.00 SW8310.4 Water Contr. $20,000.00

Courtesy of the Floor:

Linda Shaver requested a letter from the town for homeowner insurance purposes. Highway Superintendent K. Hawley
suggested Supervisor Robert contact the town attorney prior to writing the letter. Ms. Shaver also made comment on the
resolution presented by Councilman Beary.

Jim Williams introduced himself and explained that he is on the November election ballot as an independent. He is
running for a position on the Colton Town Board.

Judy Fuhr asked if the town could possibly add to the town website a list of people running on the election ballot to better
inform the public.

Dennis Eickhoff requested permission for himself to attend the North Creek Adirondack 102 meeting that is being held on
October 2™, The cost to attend the meeting is $33.00 plus mileage.

Motion #3

Councilman Knight made the motion to approve Mr. Eickhoff to attend the North Creek Adirondack 102 meeting on
October 2", 2025; seconded by Councilman Fuhr.

Ayes 5

Noes 0

Motion carried

County Legislators Report: Rick Perkins
Report on file. Councilman Beary asked questions on a resolution the county passed recently.
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Engineer Report: Jeff Tubolino
Report on file. Town Engineer J. Tubolino requested board approval of an amendment to a previously signed contract
with his company Cedarwood Engineering due to a calculation error.
Motion #4
Councilman Beary made the motion to approve the amended contract with Cedarwood Engineering; seconded by
Councilwoman Fisher.
Ayes 5
Noes 0
Motion carried

Bookkeeper/Assessor Report: Shelley Rayner

Report on file.

Ms. Rayner gave the Town Clerk and Town Board copies of the 2026 tentative budget. Ms. Rayner requested the board to
set a date for an upcoming budget meeting. Budget meeting scheduled for October 8™, 2025, at 5pm at the Colton Town
Hall. Discussion on meeting with department heads prior to the meeting on the 8™ for budget purposes.

Ms. Rayner received guidance from the Office of the State Comptroller regarding escrow accounts and municipalities.
Ms. Rayner is requesting board approval to set up an escrow account for the pending solar farm project.

Motion #5

Councilman Fuhr made a motion to allow Shelley Rayner to open an escrow account for the pending solar project;
seconded by Councilman Knight

Ayes 5

Noes 0

Motion carried

Ms. Rayner stated that the account needs to be a fiduciary account and kept separate from all other town funds. Ms.
Rayner requested permission from the board to set that up in her Williamson Law software.

Motion #6

Councilman Beray made a motion to allow Ms. Rayner to set up the fiduciary account in her accounting software;
seconded by Councilwoman Fisher.

Ayes 5

Noes 0

Motion carried

Ms. Rayner also reported that there were two large revenues recently deposited into our fund balance:
1. AIM (State) in the amount of $109.471.00
2. FEMA in the amount of $110,000.00
Ms. Rayner spoke on SLC proposing legislation to no longer pay back towns for delinquent taxes to townships with
property that has some form of environmental contamination. Ms. Rayner did state that there are no properties in the town
of Colton with contamination.
Ms. Rayner requested that a Cedarwood invoice in the amount of $2,000.00 be paid with the early bills.
Motion #7
Councilwoman Fisher made the motion to pay the Cedarwood invoice in the amount of $2,000.00 with the early bills;
seconded by Councilman Fuhr.
Ayes 5
Noes 0
Motion carried

Code Enforcement/DPW Report: Darren Richards

Report on file.

Code Enf. Officer D. Richards requested board approval to have Seaway Timber process the brush pile at the transfer
station at $500.00 per hour with a cap of $15,000.00.

Motion #8

Councilwoman Fisher made the motion to have Seaway Timber process the brush pile at the Town of Colton transfer
station in the amount of $500.00 per hour, not to exceed $15,000.00; seconded by Councilman Beary.

Ayes 5

Noes 0

Motion carried

Mr. Richards requested the town board review and sign resolution 16-2025 NY Forward Grant.

Motion #9

Councilwoman Fisher made a motion to sign resolution #16-2025 and to allow Code Enf. Officer D. Richards to pursue
the NY Forward grant; seconded by Councilman Fuhr.

Ayes 5

Noes 0

Motion carried

Mr. Richards requested board approval on a last-minute necessary expansion on the sidewalk on Route 58, costing an
extra $8,300.00.

Motion #10

Councilman Knight made the motion to approve the emergency expansion on the Route 58 sidewalk; seconded by
Councilman Fuhr.

Ayes 5
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Noes 0
Motion carried

Mr. Richards requested board permission to purchase two new AED machines in the amount of $4,552.00; one for Swift
Field and another for the Town Hall. Mr. Richards suggested purchasing the same AED machines as the local rescue
squad utilizes.

Motion #11

Councilman Knight made a motion to purchase two AED machines in the amount of $4,552.00; seconded by Councilman
Fuhr.

Ayes 5

Noes 0

Motion carried

Mr. Richards stated that Whitney Sharlow is willing to take over the event coordinator ie: Winterfest and Lazy Hazy
Days. Ms. Sharlow gave the board members her ideas and how she would like to move forward with these recreational
weekends. She will be looking for donations, sponsors, etc. moving forward. Ms. Sharlow also requested that the board
motion to not have the funds collected roll over into fund balance at the end of the year, but that they would remain in the
recreation line.

Motion #12

Councilwoman Fisher made the motion to keep all funds raised for recreation in the recreation line; seconded by
Councilman Beary.

Ayes 5

Noes 0

Motion carried

Motion #13

Councilman Knight made a motion to appoint Ms. Whitney Sharlow as the Town of Colton Events Coordinator; seconded
by Councilwoman Fisher.

Ayes 5

Noes 0

Motion carried

Ms. Sharlow requested that the $865.00 remaining currently in the recreation line be spent for the upcoming Winterfest.
Motion #14

Councilwoman Fisher made a motion to allow Ms. Sharlow to spend the $865.00 remaining in the recreation line on
Winterfest; seconded by Councilman Knight.

Highway Report: Kevin Hawley

Report on file.

Highway Superintendent K. Hawley requested permission to put out to bid the purchase of a new to the Town of Colton
tractor. 2013 or newer with specs. Mr. Hawley was able to find a used tractor at a dealership in the amount of $44,500.00
with all necessary specifications needed for the highway department.

Motion #15

Councilman Fuhr made the motion to allow Highway Superintendent K. Hawley to place an ad in the towns official paper
requesting sealed bids for a 2013 tractor or newer with specifications due to the Town Clerk by September 23rd; seconded
by Councilman Beary.

Ayes 5

Noes 0

Motion carried

Motion #16

Councilman Knight made the motion to pay for the tractor from Niagara Frontier in the amount of $44,500.00 with the
early bills if no other bids come in at a lower cost or a better offer is not presented within the bids; seconded by
Councilman Beary.

Ayes 5

Noes 0

Motion carried

Library Report: Dennis Eickhoff
Brief update was given on maintenance projects currently happening at the library. Currently working on budget season
items.

Trail System:
Recently there was a letter sent out to the NYS DEC asking for clarification on an abandoned beaver dam. The Town of

Colton requested a habitat specialist accompany the NYS DEC with that. Disk golf has been discussed as well as new
campsites with Brookfield.

T. Hennessy Park:
A request for suggestions was previously put out. Discussion on a survey for the website on suggestions for the Tim
Hennessy Park to consider what the residents would like.
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Town Clerk Report: Jennifer Cole
Ms. Cole requested the town board approve the renewal of the Town of Colton State of Emergency.
Motion #17
Councilwoman Fisher made the motion to approve the renewal of the State of Emergency for the Town of Colton;
seconded by Councilman Knight.
Ayes 5
Noes 0
Motion carried

Ms. Cole requested the town board approve the Outside Fire Protection agreement for 2026.

Motion #18

Councilman Beary made the motion to approve the Outside Fire Protection agreement for 2026 with the Colton Fire
District, seconded by Councilwoman Fisher.

Ayes 5

Noes 0

Motion carried

A proposal for a town audit was received from EFPR. They proposed $37,500.00 for the year of 2024 only. After a brief
discussion on this the town board tabled the topic for review and discussion at the next town board meeting.

Ms. Cole asked about town policies. Four residents showed interest in volunteering on the policy board. Councilman
Beary suggested appointing all four. Supervisor Robert to look over all four interested parties.

Correspondence:
A letter was received by the town from one of the youths responsible for damages previously made at Swift Field. All
three youths have apologized for their part in the vandalism.

Unfinished Business:

e Waiting to hear from the Department of State on the local law sent regarding nuisance lighting.

¢ Painting of the trim at the library will be done by the end of September.

e The town DPW crew has been working on the chimney at the library.

¢ Discussion on the firefighters and ambulance workers tax exemptions. The due date for any updates or
changes is December 9™. Councilwoman Fisher suggested forming a committee. Councilman Beary
suggested a public hearing on the 15" of October 15minutes prior to the meeting, giving the board time
for all considerations. The town board did agree on a minimum of two years of service.

Councilman Ed Fuhr left the meeting at 7:35pm; returned at 7:37pm.

New Business:

e Local Government conference is coming up October 14™. See the town clerk for information.

e Scott Fitzgerald spoke on his company “Solar on Earth” and will provide information to the town clerk
to share on the town’s website.

e Resolution #17-2025 Condemning the Assassination of Charlie Kirk. Discussion from all board
members as well as persons attending the meeting. Suggestions on changing the wording to make the
resolution more inclusive. Councilman Knight read a statement to all present of his view of the
resolution.

Motion #19

Councilman Beary made a motion to accept resolution #17-2025 with updated wording offered by Councilman
Fuhr, seconded by Councilman Fuhr.

Ayes 2 Beary, Fuhr

Noes 3 Knight, Fisher, Robert

Motion denied.

Adjournment:
Motion #20

With no further business to discuss, Councilman Knight made a motion to close the regular monthly meeting at 8:01pm,
seconded by Councilwoman Fisher.

Ayes 5

Noes 0

Motion carried

Meeting minutes by Colton Town Clerk Jennifer Cole.



