
TOWN OF COLTON - PLANNING BOARD 
 AGENDA  

Tuesday, June 17 2025 
 

●​Call to Order 
●​Members Present/Absent:  

●​Quorum 
●​Adoption of the Agenda  
●​Adoption of the Minutes from last meeting 
●​Courtesy of the floor 
●​Report of the Code Enforcement Officer 
●​Climate Smart Committee Action and Report 
●​New Business: 

●​Update Planning Board contact sheet with current/new/resigned 
members.  

●​Training update: Solar Energy Law 
●​Old Business: 

●​Comprehensive Plan 
●​South Colton Forest Conservation Easement 

●​Next meeting date: Tuesday, July 15 2025 
●​Propose moving meeting day to Mondays instead of Tuesdays 
●​Kris, if traveling, usually travels on Tuesdays through the week but 

rarely out of town on Mondays. 
●​If Mondays work for all members, then the next meeting would then be 

Monday, July 14, 2025. 
●​Adjournment 
 



PLANNING BOARD 
TOWN OF COLTON, NY 

June 17, 2025 
Town Hall 

 
Members Present:​ Kris Koehler (Acting Chair), Jeremy Bronson, Jeff Rousell, Anne Townsend, 
Darren 

Richards (CEO - Entered at 6:07p) 
Members Absent:​ Ed Fuhr 
Public Present: ​​ Brittney Gravlin (Acting Secretary), Ron Morrow, Bob Spengler, Mary Holland 
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Meeting called to order at 6:01 pm. Quorum present.   
 
Adoption of the Agenda 
Adjustments were made to the agenda to add a training update(renewable energy land-use law), and 
remove the subdivision topic from the agenda. Following those edits, A. Townsend made a motion to 
adopt the agenda, seconded by J. Bronson.  
All in favor. Motion passes. 
 
Adoption of the Minutes 
Minutes were reviewed during the meeting. After review, J. Rousell, made a motion to accept the May 
2025 minutes, seconded by J. Bronson.   
All in favor. Motion passes. 
 
Courtesy of the Floor 
Bob Spengler and Mary Holland presented “Wildlife Preserve and Retreat Center” business vision and 
mission (see attachment). 

The residents spoke to the Board regarding plans to put in a parking lot to support their 
business, as well as communicated a consistent issue of litter and trash being dumped on the roadside of 
the property and at the property line that is shared with the Fireman’s Field.  

A. Townsend requested a meeting for interested Planning Board members to meet with Mr. 
Spengler and Ms. Holland to walk the property, to which the residents supported and will discuss 
potential dates after the meeting. 
 
Correspondence 
None presented. 
 
CEO Report 

●​ 36 Building Permits 
●​ Major Subdivision still in process, current plans include selling a parcel near the water versus the 

one near the road. Awaiting the wetland determination from the NYS DEC. 
●​ Old Irish Settlement Road complaint. 
●​ Condemned one structure on Arbuckle Lane due to Homeland Security determination. 
●​ Attended a training with J. Rousell that was facilitated by the Land Use Law Center regarding 

wind energy, solar energy, alternative energy, sustainability, working with pilot programs, and 
how to work within the law as a municipality. D. Richards requests submitting the training for 
credit hours in accordance with the Planning Board’s requirement for continuing education. 



 
 

Climate Smart Committee Action & Report: 
●​ Presented by D. Richards: 

○​ Renewable Energy Land Use Law Training attended by himself and J. Rousell  
○​ Completed WWTP Upgrade - rocky start, but made consistent progress even with seven 

entities working to rectify issues. 
○​ Grants update 

■​ Sidewalk Grant - Have until 2027 to fully implement, looking to start early 2026. 
■​ ZEV EV Charging Station Grant at parking lot on Route 56 & Main Street (Library) 

intersection. Two charging stations with two ports each, four ports total, will be 
available.    

■​ Transfer Station Compost Grant $69k available with 80% match. The community 
goal is 50% participation, but estimating conservatively with 25% resident 
participation will equate to approximately $10,000 per year in savings.  

●​ Savings include 35 - 40% recyclability, eliminating overflow, fuel costs, 
and trip fees. J. Rousell inquired about implementation education - yes, 
DPW workers will all be certified in the program and the community will 
be integrated through signage around town and school letters home to 
start. 

●​ J. Rousell requests the Planning Board have plans of the compost area 
prior to finalization for review and feedback, also the possibility to 
include within the Comprehensive Plan. 

■​ Flood Resilience Grant - Inquiring on this grant that would update the sewer 
inflow system. Currently, DPW workers are manually attending to items going 
through the pipes daily which creates an elevated problem in the spring due to 
runoff and the current system not being able to keep up. This grant would be 
considered proactive as no triggering event has occurred.  

 
New Business  

●​ Update Planning Board information: contact sheet, Google Drive, removing of permissions for 
Daniel Murphy and Kirke Perry, and, following acceptance at the June 18, 2025 regular Town 
Board Meeting, add permissions for Ronald Morrow and Brittney Gravlin.  

●​ Training Update - Solar Energy Law 
○​ How NYS law relegates authority to local towns; the sizes of solar and how it applies to 

community vs residential vs utility scale; agriculture and solar together and their impact 
- complimenting each other, farm use, etc.  

○​ Industrial Development Agency (IDA) & The County 
■​ Solar farms are not taxed on their assessed value, but a payment in lieu of taxes. 
■​ IDA does this negotiation on behalf of the municipality. 
■​ Solar payments are largely portioned out to schools, then the county, then the 

remaining (smallest) to the local municipality.  
■​ Host community agreement - can be done annually or in a lump sum  and is the 

general trend given that the largest burden is on the town for these projects. 
■​ Renewable energy can be a shared benefit for the community. 

 
 
 



Old Business  
Comprehensive Plan - J. Rousell 

●​ Stakeholder Meetings - Planning several touchpoints  to invite residents and business owners 
into the conversation.  

●​ July 10 open house at the Colton Fire Station - no time set yet.  
○​ First public open house - anyone can stop by. There will be easels, maps, feedback 

opportunity on different options, a kids table available so parents can review the 
information.  

○​ Once this kicks off, the online survey will become active. 
○​ Prior to the event, a marketing campaign will take place to publicize the event and 

resources - i.e. coltonplan.com is the designated website, residents can also signup for 
updates when they become available. J. Rousell led the Planning Board through a review 
of the website.  

○​ Note - the Town of Colton owns the branding from this project and it can be reused as 
deemed necessary. 

South Colton Forest Conservation Easement 
●​ 1,700 Acres - Town  has assigned a committee to advise the DEC on their draft plan for the 

easement. The plan is 99 pages and is the Town of Colton’s only opportunity to request any 
recreation considerations / agreements be made, though the previous owner will retain logging 
rights, the DEC will have final say on conservation and recreation. The Town owns this land, 
which means a rather unique partnership going into these conversations.  

●​ Since attending the advisory meetings began, many options for shared recreational access to the 
property have been discussed including: a canoe launch on Dead Creek,  trails for ATV/ 
Multi-Use, creating a 3 mile walking and snowshoeing trail along the shore line of the easement 
(similar to how Stone Valley is set up), lean-tos for camping on the southern  side of the parcel, a  
picnic area, and the possibility of extending the disc golf course near the existing 9 hole course. 

 
 
Next Planning Board Meeting 
July 14, 2025​ at 5p​ Town Hall 
 
Starting August 18, 2025 - Meetings will be held the third Monday at 5p. Motion made by A. 
Townsend, seconded by J. Rousell.  
All in favor. Motion passes.  
 
Adjournment 
With no further topics of discussion, J. Rousell made the motion, seconded by A. Townsend, to close the 
meeting. 
All in favor. Motion passes. Meeting closed at 720p. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Brittney Gravlin 
Acting Secretary 

http://coltonplan.com



