
AGENDA SUBJECT TO CHANGE UP TO AND INCLUDING THE DAY OF THE MEETING
TOWN OF COLTON 

town board meeting 6:00 p.m. APRIL 16, 2025
AGENDA 

Meeting is not open to the public discussion/opinion until and after “Courtesy of the Floor” unless asked.

 CALL TO ORDER – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 Adopt the agenda
 Warrants / Transfers – Approval of bills, Bank Reconciliation, Transfers 
 Courtesy of the floor – OPEN TO THE PUBLIC (3-minute limit)
 County Legislator – Rick Perkins
 TOWN ENGINEER – JEFF TUBOLINO
 DEPARTMENT REPORTS

o Animal Control / Dog Warden 
o Assessor / Bookkeeper  
o BTI 
o Code Enforcement / DPW / Safety 
o Highway Dept. 
o Committee Reports

 Library
 Planning / Zoning 

o Town Clerk / Tax Collection (Appointments / Resolutions)  

 CORRESPONDENCE 

 UNFINISHED BUSINESS
o Resolution for APA to approve Land Code to address Nuisance Lighting.

 NEW BUSINESs
o Possibility of Town audit

    
 adjournments





At The April 7th Full Board/Organizational Meeting 

We Had 36 Resolutions

 We Had 6 Modifications to The Budget 

 We Had 17 Agreements/ Contracts to Be Signed 

We Had a Resolution Proclaiming April 2025 as Fair Housing Month in St. Lawrence County 

We Had a Resolution Proclaiming Earth Day in St Lawrence County

We Had a Resolution Declaring April as Sexual Awareness month

We Had a Resolution Proclaiming April as National County Government month and Celebrating with the Theme 
“Forward Together”

We Had a Resolution Remembering the Minutemen buried in St Lawrence County

We Had a Resolution Proclaiming the week of April 13 -19 2025 as National Public Safety Telecommunicators week

We Had a Resolution appointing the St. Lawrence County Director of Human Resources -Jonnie Dorothy

We Had a Resolution Authorizing the Treasurer to Modify the 2025 Budget for the Transit Program in the Planning 
Office

We Had a Resolution Authorizing the County the County Attorney to Render Legal Aid to NYS Correction Officers in 
Demanding Appropriate Staffing Levels and Solutions to Address the Increase in the Security of Correction Officers in 
NYS Correctional Facilities

We Had a Resolution Setting a date for a Public Hearing on Proposed Local Law E (No_) for the year 2025, “A Local Law 
Superseding County Law Section 215 to Extend a Lease to Empire State Mines, LLC for Exploration and Development of 
County Owned Mineral Rights”

We Had a Public Hearing and subsequently a Resolution Adopting Local Law D (NO_) For the Year 2025, “Amending the 
Sanitary Code of the St Lawrence Public Health Department”

We had a Resolution Urging Governor Hochul and the State Legislature to Avoid Increasing Costs on Local 
Governments and to Adopt a State Spending Limit Comparable to Local Mandates

We had a Resolution to implement the Arming of Probation Officers and Authorization to Acquire Necessary 
Equipment and Training to Arm the Officers

If Anyone Has Any Questions, Please Feel Freel to Reach Out to Me.

Rick
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To: Colton Town Board 

Re: Town Engineer Report for April 2025 Board Meeting 

From: Jeff Tubolino 

 

Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements 

The project is mostly complete.  On April 8th, we met with the DPW and contractor to go over the punch list items.  

The contractor is scheduled to return to the WWTP on May 8th and 9th to finish the project. 

 

Water Treatment Plant Improvements 

All the new equipment is onsite.  The contractor (S&L Electric) is trying to coordinate a meeting with DPW to 

discuss sequencing for the project before demolition can take place.  

 

Culvert Crossing Improvements 

1. Kevin Hawley and I visited the Codes and Standards sites to measure the flood damages per FEMA’s 

requirements. 

2. We obtained rainfall data from the National Weather Service during Hurricane Debby.   

3. We are currently running the stormwater modeling for each site to size new culverts in accordance with 

codes and standards. 

4. The Engineering Report will commence following the stormwater modeling. 

 

Pedestrian Improvements (Garrett Rd – Main Street along NYS Rte 56) 

Local NYSDOT was contacted, and they suggested this project be performed under the Town’s maintenance permit.  

In this case, the Town will request certificates of insurance from the installing contractor consistent with NYSDOT’s 

requirements.  We’ll prepare a proposal for the topographical survey, design, bidding, and construction services for 

this project for the Town’s consideration at May Board meeting.   

 

Higley Flow Sewer District 

The grant application was submitted on April 8th.  The Town was successful in obtaining letters of support from: 

US Congresswoman – Elise Stefanik 

NYS Senator - Daniel Stec 

NYS Assemblyman - Kenneth Blankenbush 

NYSDOH – Joseph Brant 







YARD & HOME CHECKLIST FOR REDUCING MOSQUITO HABITAT

 Get rid of old tires, tin cans, buckets, drums, bottles or any container that 
can hold water.

 Fill or drain any low places (puddles & ruts) in yard.

 Keep drains, ditches and culverts clean of weeds and trash so water will 
drain properly.

 Cover trash containers to keep out rainwater.

 If you have a rain barrel, cover it with a screen small enough that adult 
mosquitoes can’t get through to lay eggs in the water.

 Repair leaky pipes and outside faucets

 Empty plastic wading pools at least once a week & store indoors when not 
in use

 Make sure your backyard pool is properly cared for.

 Clean clogged roof gutters & drains

 Flip over wheelbarrows and boats, old freezers or refrigerators that have 
the door removed.

 Fill in tree rot holes and hollow stumps that hold water with sand or 
concrete (these can breed an unbelievable number of mosquitoes!)

 Change the water in bird baths and plant pots or drip trays at least once 
each week.

 Keep grass cut short and shrubbery well-trimmed around the house so 
adult mosquitoes will not hide there.

 If your property is logged, make sure the land is graded to eliminate ruts 
which hold water and can breed LOTS of mosquitoes.  We often find the 
most mosquito larvae in these areas.

ALL MOSQUITOES NEED WATER TO COMPLETE THEIR LIFE CYCLE.  IF 
YOU TAKE EVEN A FEW OF THESES SIMPLE POSITIVE STEPS TO 
REMOVE STANDING WATER IN YOUR YARD, YOU COULD MAKE A 
SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE IN THE ADULT MOSQUITO POPULATION IN 
COLTON
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April 14, 2025 

To: Colton Town Board
Re: Town Board April Report for the DPW / CEO Report
From:  Darren Richards, Superintendent of the DPW / Code Enforcement Officer

Transfer Station
The transfer station is operating very well.  No issues.  We still want to work out a few traffic patterns and 
minor adjustments.  Fencing replacement was ordered to fix a section of railing that was damaged over the 
winter.  

Water/Sewer
Water and Sewer plants are running smoothly.  The waste-water plant has 22 punch list items to be complete yet 
for Koester to be done.  This includes the catwalks and handrails to be painted when the weather is consistently 
above 50 degrees.  It is scheduled to be completed at the end of May.  The last residual check will be final 
payment after that work is complete.  The WTP upgrades will be next as NCC and S&L are working on wiring 
questions.   We are presenting two more hydrants for purchase.  This is funded in this year’s passed budget as 
Water, safety and town funding as everyone benefits from the hydrant uses.
 
Building and Grounds
The ink liner is off the pickleball courts.  Winter clean up started at the town hall, library and Museum. 
Downtown looks pretty good so far.  The DPW crew is putting in insulation and sheetrock at the Swift Field 
tower building.  Building materials were donated by the school.   The rink will get a new paint job and new 
rubber flooring as well.  

Safety 
We are conducting an excavator safety seminar on May 1st with a dig safe trainer for all DPW and Highway 
crews for the towns of Colton and in Pierrepont.   We won a safety grant again, this time for a trench box trailer 
for our emergency and planned utility digs.  We would find out if we won the 1st, 2nd or 3rd place when Shelley 
goes to the PERMA conference.  

Code Enforcement
We have 9 permits so far with a few home builds coming down the pipe.  We billed Pierrepont for half of the 
code officer’s annual training.  It’s a nice perk to share training expenses with another town.  I am asking the 
board to go to Watertown on a three day training session.  Mileage is reimbursed through this program and the 
training is free.   I will drive my own personal vehicle as I will go for two towns to get training in Planning and 
Zoning,  Credits for code enforcement are offered as well.  It’s about land management with today’s challenges.  
Battery storage, Pilots, renewables, etc.  The old Ames store is complete in demolition and cleanup.  It was 
picked up and hauled out by the Environmental group called Jeda.  Same company we used for abatement on 
some Town demolitions.
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April 16, 2025 

 
 

 

• Since the last meeting we have still been geared up for snow and ice. 

 

• We also have been doing vehicle maintenance. 

 

• We are in the process of overhauling our lowboy trailer. The old suspension 

hangers were getting pretty rusty, we removed them and installed a complete new 

suspension. We also cut out a couple rusty areas of the frame and welded in new 

metal. We are now ready for paint which should be in today. 

 

• We have our sweeping equipment ready to go as soon as the snow gets out of the 

air. I plan on starting town roads next week. This usually takes about two weeks 

then we start on the hamlets. 

 

• I have not received my CHIPS letter yet, as NYS’s budget is not yet passed. As 

soon as I receive the letter, I will finalize my agreement to spend form and leave it 

with Jenn for your approval. 

 

• I plan on removing the posting signs next week that limit truck traffic during 

spring mud season. 

 

mailto:hwysup@townofcolton.com
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04/16/2025

Planning Board Report
 
 
The Planning Board met April 15, 2025. We had one subdivision, SD-04-2025 for Edward and
Carol Hayes. The application had to be rejected because it was asking for a minor subdivision of
2 to 4 lots, when it should have been a major subdivision of 5 or more lots.
We also discussed and filled out an APA form for Upstate Materials to modify their DEC permit
to increase their gravel pit by 19+ acres.
We had a report from the comprehensive plan committee. The steering committee met with MJ
Engineering and with a representative from the Department of State on Thursday, April 10,  to
get to know each other and to get and overview of the project and the process we will be
following. Jeff Rousell had given the people from MJ Engineering a tour of the town before the
meeting. The complete steering committee will be meeting every other month, while our main
representatives, Jeff Rousell and Anne Townsend, will be meeting with them more frequently.
Kirke Perry announced that he will be resigning from the Planning Board for personal reasons
effective April 30. He will still be a part of the Comprehensive Plan committee. Ed Fuhr has
agreed that he will be the vice chair for the May meeting, until another chair person can be
appointed. The board discussed possible replacements for both Kirke Perry and for Dan
Murphy, who is also contemplating resigning. They came up with several names but want to
contact those persons to see if they are interested before suggesting them to the Town Board.
The planning board also discussed the Forest Land Advisory Committee, and as a part of any
land use code and development, and a part of a comprehensive plan, would like to see a
member of the planning board on that committee. As a member of the Planning Board and the
main driver of the Comprehensive Plan, we would ask the Town Board to make Jeff Rousell a
member of the committee.
Our next meeting will be May 20.
 
 
Respectfully submitted,
Kirke Perry,
Chair,
Colton Planning Board
 
                         

http://www.townofcolton.com/
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April 16, 2025 

 

 

TAX COLLECTION 

• All is up to date and current with the county. The season is winding down. We have collected 

over $4million in taxes thus far for 2025.  

 

CLERK OFFICE 

• We are continuing to update/upgrade our website. Any suggestions, questions, or concerns; 

please let the clerk’s office know.  

• Brittney was awarded the General Code $250.00 scholarship for the upcoming NYSTCA 

conference. 

• Carrie from CST informed me that the cost for our Gmail accounts will go from $6 per user to 

$7 per user.  

• As discussed previously with the Board, I would like to open a new town clerk bank account 

which was also recommended through Gray & Gray as a result of their review of the account. 

To move forward, I need the Town Board to approve the opening of a new bank account, with 

NBT Bank. The current account will sit through the end of the year before being closed. Motion 

needed.  

• Town wide garage sales are set for Thursday, July 17 – Sunday, July 20, 2025. To sign up 

please visit the link on the Town of Colton website or send your address, days, and time 

information to clerk1@townofcolton.com. 

• NYALGRO (New York Association of Local Government Records Officers) is holding a 

conference Sunday, June 1st through Tuesday, June 3rd. This conference was briefed to the 

Board last year when we requested to apply for membership with the Board. Although we’re 

attending the Clerk’s Conference, the information provided there will be generalized. This 

conference will offer the opportunity to further our education in Record Retention specifically, 

while being able to ask specific questions related to the TOC, and how various records serve our 

municipality. I am requesting board permission for myself and Brittney to attend this 

conference. We have an opportunity for a $500.00 scholarship for this conference that we will 

be applying for if the board agrees with us attending.  Motion needed. 

 

RECORDS MANAGEMENT 

• Brittney, Whitney, and I have been working on digitizing our records. Invoices/Bills, building 

permits, etc. Scanning and saving these items in our G drive so all departments can access the 

information if needed. With the hard copies we are keeping them according to our retention 

schedule requirements. We have found this is quite a painstaking task. 

 

APPOINTMENTS 

• Library Councilperson: Board member Pam Dumas has resigned. The Library Board is 

recommending Cheryl Thomas to be appointed to the open seat. Motion needed.  

mailto:clerk1@townofcolton.com
mailto:clerk1@townofcolton.com























































